
 
 

This update informs Members on the status of relevant issues.   

We welcome you to provide any feedback, or alternatively,  

invite you to raise issues for consideration by the Victorian Branch Committee 
 

Robbie Griffiths (President), Robert Smerdon (Vice President), Fran Houlahan (Secretary) 

Colin Alderson, Pat Carey, Troy Corstens 

 

 

 

PRIZE MONEY 

At the recent ATA Victorian Branch Committee meeting, RV Chairman Rob Roulston 

confirmed that a significant increase to overall Victorian prize money for the new racing 

season, which has been the subject of strong and consistent lobbying by the ATA, would be 

announced soon. Importantly the RV Board is supportive of the ATA position that prize 

money increases from the bottom up (country and mid-week levels) and night racing 

minimums should be prioritised. 

 

 

OWNER TRAINER SECURITY MODEL 

RV has informed the ATA that Racing Australia (formerly the Australian Racing Board) has 

approved the adoption of the Owner-Trainer Security Model to address the security for 

trainers from unpaid debts incurred by owners. Given our involvement in the development of 

this initiative, the ATA will play a key role in providing input to Racing Australia in the 

implementation process and the overall regulatory framework. 

 
 

TRACK RENOVATIONS 

RV acknowledged that the overuse of Sandown for racing, trials and jump outs had 

contributed to the decision to suspend racing at Sandown for the remainder of the current 

racing season. RV is also reviewing options for alternative venues within close proximity for 

the conduct of trials and jump outs, to relieve the pressure on venues such as Sandown.  RV 

will also consider mixed turf and synthetic race programs (similar to Hong Kong) as a further 

option to relieve pressure on turf tracks during the wetter months. 

 

 

RACING INDUSTRY FUNDING TO CONTINUE 

Racing Minister Martin Pakula has announced the State Government has approved the next 

four year extension for the Victorian Racing Industry Fund which channels funds from 

unclaimed dividends back to the Victorian racing industry. The ATA played an important role 

in the introduction of this initiative in 2010 and has briefed the Racing Minister on the 

importance of the Fund to the racing industry.   



COBALT INVESTIGATIONS 

Responding to ATA concerns about the length of the investigations into the cobalt positives 

and the severe adverse impact on Trainers, their families, staff and their training businesses, 

RV has advised that the Integrity Department was working towards a conclusion by the end 

of May. 

 
 
TRAINER WELLBEING 

Following the ATA initiatives into addressing health and welfare issues confronting trainers, 

their staff and families relating to the demands, challenges and pressures of their profession, 

RV has appointed a full time professional resource to provide support in this most important 

area. Trainer Wellbeing Liaison Officer, Kirra Fitzgerald, has commenced visits to training 

centres throughout Victoria and will provide regular feedback to both RV and the ATA in this 

regard.  Trainers are strongly advised to contact Kirra on (03) 9258-4711 should they require 

any assistance or further information regarding support services. 

 

 
INSIDE RACING 

RV has advised that following representations from the ATA, Inside Racing will continue to 

be published in its present hard copy format and mailed out to Trainers each month until 

digital access improves and Trainers are comfortable to transition successfully to a digitally 

accessible format. 

 

 
RACING.COM 

The ATA has reiterated a raft of problems and negative feedback to RV from members with 

the Racing.com website and accessing information. RV has assured the ATA that it will 

address these problems and the ATA is seeking more active engagement in Racing.com 

communicating directly with trainers to familiarise themselves with and address the 

problems. 

 

 
MEDIA RIGHTS 

RV Chairman Rob Roulston has assured the ATA that a resolution to the present problems 

with media rights and racing vision with Sky, and a free to air agreement with the Seven 

Network, should be completed by the end of the month.  

 

 
APPRENTICE JOCKEYS WORKCOVER ARRANGEMENT 

Following representations by the ATA and VJA to both RV and the Racing Minister, this 

issue has been resolved.  An amendment has been made to the Local Rules of Racing 

which has resulting in RV’s WorkCover agent accepting claims for apprentice jockeys injured 

in Official trials.  The ATA is pleased that this matter has been resolved, as it now provides 

clarity and permits trainers to allow apprentices to ride in Official trials moving forward. 

 

 

 




